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a series of rapid and deep stony channels, overhung by walls of granite 200 feet high. The falls of the Wainganga and its course for the last six miles, before its junction with the Thanwar on the border of the District, may perhaps rank next to the Bheraghat gorge of the Nar-bada for beauty of river scenery. The lower valley of the Wainganga is about 400 feet below the Ghansor plain, from which it is separated by another line of forest-clad hills, and a narrow rice-growing strip along its western bank, called the Ugl! tract, is included in Seonl. In the extreme south of the Seonl taksil a small area of submontane land, forming the Dongartal or Kurai tract, and largely covered with forest, is the residence of numbers of Gaolis, who are professional cattle-breeders. The Bawanthari river rises in the southern hills, and, receiving the waters of numerous small streams, carries the drainage of this area into Nagpur District on its way to join the Wainganga.
The District is covered by the Deccan trap, except on the southern and south-eastern borders, where gneissic rocks prevail.
The forests are extensive, forming a thick belt along the northern and southern hills, with numerous isolated patches in the interior. In the north they are stunted and scanty, and the open country is bare of trees, and presents a bleak appearance, the villages consisting of squalid-looking collections of mud huts perched generally on a bare ridge. In the rice tracts, on the other hand, the vegetation is luxuriant, and fruit trees are scattered over the open country and round the villages. Owing to the abundance of wood the houses are large and well-built, and surrounded by bamboo fences enclosing small garden plots. The northern forests have much teak, but usually of small size, and there is also teak along the Wainganga river; the forests in the south-east are principally composed of bamboos. The open country in the south is wooded with trees and groves of mahua (Bas-sia latifolia), tendu or ebony (Diospyros tomentosa)^ achdr (Buchanania latifolia), and fruit trees, such as mango and tamarind.
Tigers and leopards are not very common; but deer are found in considerable numbers, and both land and water birds are fairly frequent in different parts of the District.
The climate is cool and pleasant, excessive heat being rarely felt even in the summer months.
The annual rainfall averages 53 inches. During the thirty years previous to 1896 the rainfall was only once less than 30 inches, in 1867-8. Irregular distribution is, however, not uncommon.
From the inscription on a copperplate found in Seonl combined
with others in the Ajanta caves, it has been inferred that a line of
princes, the  Vakataka dynasty, was  ruling  on the
Satpura  plateau  from   the  third  century  A.D., the
name of the perhaps mythical hero who founded it being given as